
DC What to Bring 
 
Students and Chaperones will need to wear the official band T-shirt during our flight travel (to and 
from DC). This is to make sure our experience with the TSA check is as quick and as painless as 
possible. They can wear jackets or weather-appropriate gear, but once we enter the security check, 
we need to all have those shirts visible, so we are easily identified as a group.  
 
Carry On – We are recommending that everyone participating in bringing a carry on use a backpack 
(no suitcases) that doesn’t exceed 22 x 14 x 9 inches / 56 x 36 x 23 centimeters. Remember, there 
are VERY specific guidelines as to what you can bring onto the aircraft. If you have an 
item/substance that is not allowed, it will be taken from you and not be given back. An easy way to 
avoid potential loss is to have no lotions, soaps, or liquids with you on the flight. These can all travel 
in your luggage on our Cougar Band Trailer (Mr. Kelly and Mr. Nichelson will take all kinds of 
pictures as we travel up to DC, follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates). Remember, you 
cannot have knives, razors, or anything of that type on your person or in your carry-on. Please refer 
to https://www.aa.com/i18n/travel-info/baggage/restricted-items.jsp for all specific American 
Airlines travel polices and restricted items.   
 
We recommend packing only necessary items in your carry-on (entertainment type stuff, etc…). 
Remember, you will have to carry this through the airport onto the plane and off and onto the 
buses. Having something that is excessively heavy will be cumbersome as you travel through the 
airport.  
 
What to Bring (for use in DC): 
 

1. Weather Appropriate Clothing (looks like it will be COLD 40 degree high and 20 degree low) 
a. Please pack with clothing that can serve multiple uses to save space.  
b. You get ONE suitcase that can be put on the 18-Wheeler.  
c. We will have a dinner cruise, but you can wear casual clothing to that event (it 

happens after our performance at the FDR Memorial, which will be in uniform). 
d. All clothing must meet all CSISD Dress Code guidelines.  

2. Comfortable shoes (you will be doing a lot of walking) 
3. Toiletries 

a. Coordinate with your room so you can save space by sharing certain toiletry items.  
b. Linens and bedding will be provided by the hotel; however, you are welcome to 

bring extra items. Please note, they will take up extra space in your carry on or 
stowed baggage. 

c. You will shower daily. We will be living in close quarters and be expected to 
maintain personal hygiene. This applies to dental hygiene, as well.  

4. Spending Money 
a. There are five meals you will be covering from your money. 
b. There are several opportunities for purchasing souvenirs, catching special events in 

the Smithsonian (such as the flight simulator in the Air and Space Museum). If you 
are interested in those types of events, do your research and plan for that expense.  

5. Uniform 
a. Jacket and Pants only 
b. BLACK SOCKS (AT LEAST CALF HIGH) 
c. Marching Shoes 
d. Clothing you can wear under the uniform to stay warm. NOTE: you will likely change 

into/out of the uniform on the buses. Please dress appropriately.  



 
6. Instrument + Music 

a. Make sure you have everything to perform on your instrument.  
b. Make sure you have your flip folder 
c. The directors will have copies of the music to put in your flip folders. 

7. Snacks (if you want to have some food in your hotel room)  
a. Please make sure you clean up after yourselves 

 
There are several things you SHOULD NOT bring, and no matter what list we make, it will not be a 
comprehensive list. These items will not be limited to this list, but if you have a question ASK. We 
will be having a drug dog do a sweep of the luggage before it is loaded on the 18-wheeler. If illegal 
items are found at any point, you can be removed or sent home from the trip (at your expense).  
 
Do Not Bring 
 
Drugs/Alcohol 
Any paraphernalia related to drugs/alcohol 
Non-Handheld Gaming Consoles (handheld consoles [like the Switch] are ok) 
Scooters, Bikes, etc… (I wouldn’t list it if it hadn’t happened) 
Weapons/blades of any kind (including munitions) 
Valuables you do not want to be stolen (you are responsible for your property/equipment) 
Non-Snack type food items 
 
Some Final Thoughts 
 
As with any travel, things may not go as planned or become stressful. Please make sure you are 
flexible and helpful in these moments. A great attitude and a helpful spirit can take a somewhat 
uncomfortable situation or event and make it into a much more enjoyable experience for everyone 
involved.  
 
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me at jnichelson@chinaspringisd.net. 
 
 
 


